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A Note from the Director
Autumn Greetings from our Corner of Freemason!
I am absolutely delighted to be here with you to welcome crisp evenings and pumpkin-flavored
everything as we make our way to the culmination of our 2021 open season. While the summer brought
loosening restrictions and our coronavirus-inspired gaming exhibit, the fall will usher in our favorite
season filled with costumed teas, interactive mysteries, and our popular mourning exhibit on display.
We can’t wait to share in those experiences with you.
If you are not already a member of the museum and have considered joining, I recommend doing so as
we approach this busy season. Our members get priority booking on our events and save an average of
$5 per ticket for our teas, literary nights, murder mysteries, and more. We also invite members to
exclusive openings for our exhibits and 10% off purchases in our shop- a perfect way to begin that
holiday shopping and support a small nonprofit. Be sure to contact our marketing and events
coordinator Hanna Kirby at hhvmevents@gmail.com to begin accessing those benefits before your
favorite events fill up.
On a similar note, did you know we are continuing to offer our popular teas in a to-go format? If you
are still wary of being in public groups or simply didn’t get a spot for our in-person event, tea to-go is a
great alternative. For $25, you get all of the same tea treats as those attending the event and tea to
brew at home and we include a special charm in each bag and a few other surprise goodies to match
our theme. We invite you to consider this option as our events book up this fall.
Finally, we are approaching the end of our fiscal year and invite you to help us continue our
programming, educational outreach, and public tours for many years to come by becoming a donor.
Donations in the amount of $50 and above will be entered in to win a holiday-themed private tea for
12 people on December 4th at 2 pm. The drawing will be held on November 1st and the lucky winner
will be contacted at that time. Please consider supporting our efforts by donating today! Checks, cash,
and online credit card donations are all accepted. Please call or email us with any questions.
Thank you for being our partner in preservation during this trying year. Your support means the world
to us.

Yours in service,
Jackie Spainhour
Museum Director
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Autumn Tea Schedule
Disclaimer

VIRGINIA HOSPITALI-TEA
Sunday, September 12th
Seatings at 2 & 5 PM
To-Go pickup at 1 PM
$30 Members/$35 Not-Yet Members/$15 Children
under 13/$25 To-Go

All events require advance
registration and payment, unless
otherwise noted. Events are subject
to change or cancellation as

Enjoy the flavors of a Virginia Fall at this
afternoon tea featuring apples, ham, peanuts, and
all the things that make autumn in Virginia
magical. Featuring a gift of historical recipes from
the Hunter Family Collection reprinted for your
personal use.

coronavirus restrictions change. We
will continue to monitor the situation
closely to maintain compliance with
those restrictions and keep our
staff, friends, family, and guests
safe. We appreciate your
understanding. Please call 757-623-

TEA WITH PROFESSOR TRELAWNEY
October 23rd & 24th
Seatings at 2 pm and 5 pm
$30 Members/$35 Not-yet members/$15
children/$25 To-Go
Fans of the wizarding world will delight in this
afternoon tea featuring everyone’s favorite
bumbling fortune teller.
Character experience included.

9814 or email Hanna Kirby at
hhvmevents@gmail.com to make a
reservation request.

Note on Tea Events:

We regret

that due to the size and nature of
our facility, we are unable to
provide accommodations for dietary
needs or restrictions. All menus are
set for each event and cannot be
changed. Should you wish to attend
one of our teas and bring your own

'BEST OF' WITCHES TEA
October 30th, seatings at 2 PM & 5 PM
October 31st, seatings at 11 AM & 2 PM
$30 Members/$35 Not-yet members/$15
children/$25 To-Go

food from home while partaking in
our tea beverage service and event
atmosphere, we can offer a
discounted price of $15 for such

It’s back, my pretties! Our annual witch-themed tea
will make you want to grab your coven and your
broomstick for a frightful afternoon of food and
friendship. Enjoy multiple character interactions
with witches from your favorite books and movies.
Pointy hats encouraged, but not required.

occasions. Please make this request
at the time you make your
reservations.
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Autumn Special Event Schedule

This exhibition shows how an upper middle class family home in the Victorian Era would
appear after a family member passed, and explores the ways that Victorians honored their
dead

through

funerary

practices,

dress,

social

activity,

photography,

stationary,

and

spiritualism. The Hunter House Victorian Museum honors the Hunter family annually with this
exhibit, all of whom had their funerals in the Hunter Family Home.

Member’s Opening:
Mourning Exhibit
September 17th, 6-8 PM, Lecture at 7 PM
Free admission for members/Guests $5
Join us for a special member’s only preview of
the fall mourning exhibit with a curated talk
based on the Hunter family collection. Light
refreshments provided.
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Autumn Special Event Schedule

DEATH AT A FUNERAL:
AN EDWARDIAN MURDER MYSTERY

AN EVENING OF POE

September 25 & 26th, 5-9 PM
$25 Members/$30 Not-yet members
Groups accepted every 30 minutes; tours last app. 45
minutes

October 9th and 10th, 5-9 PM
Groups accepted every 30 minutes; tours last app. 45
minutes
Free Members/$15 Not-yet Members

Immerse yourself in the world of 1910s Norfolk at this
interactive murder mystery evening featuring not one, but
two dead bodies!
Use the clues to solve the murder, followed by light
refreshments in our garden.
Costumes encouraged, but not required.
Do you know whodunnit?

Enjoy an interactive immersive tour through the Hunter
House featuring recitations and performed scenes
celebrating the works of the Gothic literary genius.
Cookies and cider to follow in the museum garden.

Friday Night Frights
This October we are introducing a free digital lecture series called Friday Night Frights! Join us every Friday in
October at 7pm for lectures given by local and national experts on topics academic and macabre. Email
hhvmevents@gmail.com to sign up for these FREE lecture series. Zoom link to be emailed with reservation
confirmation.

October 1st - "Witches: Evolving Perceptions" by Rachel Christ, Director of Education at the Salem

Witch Museum, Presented with Virginia Beach History Museums
October 8th - "From Home to Funeral Home: the Transition away from home death care" by

Nancy Hill, Museum Manager at the Mutter Museum
October 15th - "How the Victorians Vanquished Vampires" by Dr. Kellie Holzer, Professor of

English, Virginia Wesleyan University
October 22nd - "The Victorian Book of the Dead" by Chris Woodyard, author of The Victorian Book

of the Dead
October 29th - “Ghostly Tales from 19th-century French Literature: Invisible Men, Walking
Statues, Holograms and Unnamable Creatures” by Dr. Peter Schulman, Old Dominion University
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A Spooky Savings this Year!
As our gift to you during this unprecedented year we are offering free
admission on tours through the end of the year!
Please bring your friends and family to enjoy this special time of year
at the Hunter House with us!

Updated tour times:

Guided Tours: 12pm and 2pm
Self-Guided Tours: 11am, 1pm, and 3pm

WIN A PRIVATE HOLIDAY TEA FOR 12!

Donations in the amount of $50 and above will be entered in a
drawing to win a holiday-themed private tea for 12 people on
December 4th at 2 pm.
Donations received between September 1st and October 31st will be
used in the drawing.
The drawing will be held on November 1st and the lucky winner will be
contacted at that time. Please consider supporting our efforts by
donating today! Checks, cash, and online credit card donations are all
accepted. Please call or email us with any questions!
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Docent and Member

Highlights
JESSICA CARSON - MEMBER

What drew you to the Hunter House?

Meeting Jackie Spainhour. Her enthusiasm led me
to get involved with the museum. Once I
experienced the house, its grounds, the collection,
and had a chance to interact with all of the
amazing docents, volunteers, and staff, I simply
fell in love.

What event is your favorite at the museum?

An Evening of Poe ... hands down. Between the setting of the house, the
wonderful performances, and the chilling excerpts from some of Poe's most
beloved poems and stories, it is a fully immersive and unforgettable
experience. If I had to pick a close second, of course I'm going to be partial to
the Garden Party tea!
Where are you from/ where do you live currently?

I was born in Washington, DC but transplanted to Ocean View in elementary
school. I grew up in Norfolk and Virginia Beach, was a commuter at ODU, and
am currently in the Belvedere neighborhood of Norfolk. I'm an OG at "work
from home" which made me appreciate Norfolk and Virginia at large all the
more over the past year.
What is your favorite thing about the mourning exhibit?

I'm extremely partial to the fashions. The clothing communicates so much grief
without a word. I was also interested to learn about the stationary used when a
Victorian family was mourning, especially since the thickness of the black
border signified the length of time that had passed since their loss.
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LORI - DOCENT
How did you find about the Hunter House?

I found the Hunter House Victorian Museum in March of
2019 through a Suffragette event the museum did with the
Slover library where you would start there and then walk up
to the Hunter House! My friend Jackie and I both attended
and had a wonderful time. When we arrived, former
Assistant Director Raven offered us a tour of the house. As
we were going on a tour of the house, Jackie kept asking me
questions and I would answer to the best of my ability and
what I didn't know Raven would answer. It was such a fun
tour, we had the best time! At the end of the tour Jackie
suggested I ask if they had a volunteer program and when I
did Raven responded “I’d love to have you” and they haven’t
been about to get rid of me since!
What is your coffee or tea order?

I am a true southern girl so my go-to drink is always sweet tea, but only if it’s
made the right way.
What is your favorite thing about the Hunter House? Or Favorite
Hunter House Find?

My favorite part of the home is the garden. I spend a lot of time out there
listening to the birds and thinking about who the family would have seen,
spoken to, and what they would have experienced living so close to the port
and what their daily life would have been like. I think that’s what makes
history so interesting is being able to put yourself in their shoes and try to
understand how they lived. If you have me as your tour guide, weather
permitting, I love giving a short tour of the garden as well.
What is your favorite thing about the mourning exhibit?

Literally everything, It's my favorite exhibit we do. I specifically
love connecting the mourning traditions to the Civil War and
Queen Victoria.
What we love about Lori:
Lori is such a wonderful volunteer because she cares so much for
everyone who comes to the Hunter House. From giving tours to
helping with teas and events, she makes everyone feel like
family. She is so passionate about the Victorian era and learning
everything she can about the house, the family, our special
exhibits through working in the archives, and through her own
research! Thank you Lori for all you do!
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Spirit Photography
A Victorian Pastime
With the invention of photography, the rise of Spiritualism, and
the nation still reeling from the aftermath of the Civil War, spirit
photography emerged as a medium to help people connect with
their departed loved ones.
During
the
mid
1850s
and
1860s,
photographers
were
experimenting with double exposure, as the rise in stereoscopes
was all the rage. It was not long after that photographers
realized this double exposure process could be used in other
ways. One of these photographers was a Mr. William Mumler, who
is credited with the title of being the first person to capture a
spirit in a photograph in 1861. For Mumler, this new discovery
was an instant success. Spiritualism was on the rise, and many
followers were continuing to look for tangible proof of the spirit
realm's existence. To mourners, these photographs provided
physical evidence that their loved ones were still with them, and
provided them with a unique form of control over their grief.
How Spirit Photography Worked

The spirit photographs were created using the double exposure
method, layering one photographic plate over another to create a
layered image. Mumler would take a previously prepared
photographic plate of the deceased, and then put it over a new
plate, which would then be used to photograph the client. The
new plate would then show both images of the client and the
picture of the deceased. One of the most famous spirit
photographs he would take is of Mrs. Lincoln and the late
President Ambraham Lincoln.
Regarding his ability to take these spirit photos, Mumler took a
different approach than many other mediums of the time. He
admitted that he didn’t know why the spirits were there, and
acted as surprised as everyone else that suddenly his camera
could take pictures of ghosts. Mumler stated that he didn’t
command the spirits, that they came and went as they pleased.
And if a photograph didn’t come out as expected—Mumler would
help the client search their memory for other spirits who might
be eager to commune with the living.

Spirit photograph of Mary Todd Lincoln with the ghost
of former US President Abraham Lincoln (Credit: Lincoln

The Downfall of Mumler

Financial Foundation Collection, Allen Country Public
Library)

From the beginning, there were skeptics of Mumler and his spirit photography process. Many
photographers had been manipulating images and using the double exposure process for
years. Though many people left Mumler’s studio happy, there were some mistakes made. In
one case, Mumler created a spirit photograph for a woman who had recently lost her brother
in the Civil War, though some time later the brother showed up back home mysteriously very
much alive. Surprisingly, the woman stuck by Mumler, saying that the image in the
photograph was an evil spirit trying to deceive her, but not everyone was as loyal as her.
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Spirit Photography
A Victorian Pastime
In 1869 Mumler was arrested in New York for fraud, and during the
trial several witnesses were brought up who showed different ways
Mumler
used
photographic
trickery
to
produce
his
spirit
photography. People claimed that he stole photographs of the
deceased, or used photographs of other individuals to create his
ghostly apparitions. One of the most outspoken individuals against
Mumler was the famous P.T. Barnum. Barnum claimed that the
Mumler was despicably taking advantage of people who were
clouded with grief. Barnum even testified against Mumler during
his fraud trial. P.T. Barnum commissioned a bogus photo of himself
with the ghost of Abraham Lincoln, to show how easy it was to
create one of Mumler’s spirit photographs.Despite this evidence,
Mumler was acquitted of fraud, though he would never recover
from the negative publicity of the trial. His career as a spirit
photographer was over.
Bronson Murray by Mumler (Courtesy of
the Getty's Open Content Program)

Despite the downfall of Mumler, spirit photography continued to still be a popular practice
in the U.S. and U.K. throughout the Victorian Era. Sir Arthur Conan Doyle was famously a
member of the Ghost Club - founded in 1862 and believed to be the oldest paranormal
investigation and research group in the world. Much like after the Civil War, during WWI
many people turned to spirit photography to connect with their loved ones who passed away
overseas.
In the modern world, the invention of digital photography has not seemed to quell the thrill
of catching a glimpse of a spirit in a photograph. There are ghost clubs, online forums, and
entire tv shows dedicated to capturing photos and videos of spirits in often historic and
spooky places with torrid pasts. Our fascination with death and the beyond is immortal and
adaptive, ever changing shape with the world around us.

Sources:

Gershon, Livia. “How Spirit Photography Made Heaven Literal.”
JSTOR Daily, 21 Feb. 2020, daily.jstor.org/how-spirit-photographymade-heaven-literal.

Roos, Dave. “When a 19th-Century ‘Spirit Photographer’ Claimed to
Capture Ghosts Through His Lens.” HISTORY, A&E Television
Networks, LLC, 28 Oct. 2019, www.history.com/news/spiritphotography-civil-war-william-mumler.

Timberlake, Howard. “The Intriguing History of Ghost Photography.”
BBC Future, www.bbc.com/future/article/20150629-the-intriguinghistory-of-ghost-photography. Accessed 17 Aug. 2021.

(Mrs. Lincoln: Lincoln Financial Foundation Collection, courtesy of the Indiana State
Museum and Allen County, Public Library. All others: Courtesy of the Getty's Open
Content Program. )
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Diagnosis and Detective Work
A Doctor’s Fascination with Sherlock Holmes
By Morgan Bechtle

“You see but you do not observe”
A quote from world famous detective Sherlock Holmes in Sir Aurther Conan Doyle’s A Study in Scarlet

Here in the Hunter House collection you can find several
Sherlock Holmes novels lining the first floor library. Having
lived during what can be debated as the golden age of
mystery novels, it was not uncommon to find such works in a
household library. So was Dr. Hunter a mystery fan? Possibly,
but more than likely it was his medical background that drew
him to the methodical, analytical nature of the young
detective named Sherlock Holmes. Dr. Hunter would have just
been starting his medical career under Dr. Southgate Leigh
(founder of Sentara Leigh Hospital & Leigh Memorial Hospital),
when what is arguably Doyle’s most famous short story, The
Hounds of Baskervilles, was published. In fact our resident
physician has more in common with the mystery novel author
than one might think.
Sir Aurther Conan Doyle, author of the
Sherlock Holmes serials

The author of the famous Sherlock Holmes serials, Sir Aurther
Connan Doyle, was a doctor himself. Having gained a medical
degree from Edinburgh University’s medical school, he started
his medical career as a ship’s physician on an Arctic
exploratory vessel before opening his own small medical
practice on the Southsea side of Portsmouth, England. Doyle’s
inspiration for his cunning main character was drawn from his
teacher and mentor Dr. Joseph Bell. who was known by his
students for his insistence on utilizing the powers of deduction
when examining a patient. He was known for quoting often
from his own mentor, Dr. James Syme, proclaiming, “Try to
learn the features of disease or injury as precisely as you know
the features, the gait, the tricks of manners of your most
intimate friend.”

Dr. Joseph Bell, professor and mentor who was
the inspiration for the Sherlock Holmes
character

We know that Dr. Hunter was a prolific writer, with many journal articles, speeches, and book
chapters in our collection. Could it be possible that, like Doyle, Dr. Hunter was inspired to apply his
literary skill to the realm of fiction? This medical volunteer could only dream of stumbling upon a
work of fiction from our very own resident doctor. With dozens of movie and tv adaptations, you
clearly do not need a medical background to enjoy the chilling adventures of Sherlock Holmes.
References:
1. Sims, Michael. Arthur and Sherlock, Conan Doyle and the Creation of Holmes. New York, NY: Bloomsbury Publishing Plc, 2017.
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Sponsorship Opportunities
Our Vision
We envision a more inclusive, accessible world starting with change at the community level. We offer a variety of educational programs and
tours geared towards providing the public with information about our collective past so that we may be better informed in the creation of
our future. We promote historic preservation, community-driven programming, and lifelong learning. We strive to be a community
cornerstone.

Our Impact

Through educational programming, the museum serves visitors from the Hampton Roads region, Virginia, the country, and all corners of the
world. We regularly serve boy and girl scouting troops, homeschool groups, school-aged and college-aged children and young adults, senior
citizen groups, social organizations, and philanthropic societies. We exist exclusively for educational and charitable purposes. Our reach
includes providing internship and volunteer opportunities for people of all ages, identities, and backgrounds. We are a proud supporter of
inclusive and accessible practices and demonstrate those ideals in our hiring practices and collaborative partnerships.

Ways to Support our Mission
$5,000 can provide:
Two paid internships to local students
interested in preserving our past and
designing their own purpose-filled futures.
Full restoration of our outdoor privy, which
we would like to restore, interpret, and
add to our public tours.
Replacement wallpaper and labor for an
entire room of the museum in need of
restoration
Restoration of the museum’s dining room
area, which needs to be reinterpreted to
ensure accuracy of information and
education.
Preservation of a section of the sandstone
architectural details on the façade of the
building, which naturally deteriorates over
time.

$500 can provide:
The purchase of new plants to bring our
museum garden to life, or the upkeep of
the garden itself.
New statuary for our garden to be used to
discuss STEM, iconography, and outdoor
art in the Victorian Era.
One girl or boy scout opportunity for an
entire troop to gain up to three badges or
patches.
The creation of a 360 degree tour of the
first floor of the museum
The production of 1,000 self-guided tour
brochures for our English-speaking guests.

$2,500 can provide:
Catering for six afternoon tea events at the
museum, the proceeds from which fund
our educational outreach and programs
and offer educational opportunities
themselves.
Continuing education opportunities and
training for our dedicated volunteer staff to
learn more about diversity, equity,
accessibility, education, and inclusion in
museums.
Refinishing of the wood surfaces
throughout the museum, which should
occur every five years.
The development of a new exhibit on
interpreting servant life at the museum
from Irish Immigrant and African-American
perspectives.

$250 can provide:
The production of 500 bilingual self-guided
tour brochures for international visitors
from countries such as France, Germany,
Spain, and Russia.
The repair of two books in our Hunter
Family Library.
The production of 500 scavenger hunt
booklets for the local community to take
self-guided tours of the Freemason District.
The production of 1,000 scavenger hunt
worksheets for schoolchildren to use when
visiting the museum.

$1,000 can provide:
Restoration of at minimum 5
museum items held in our archival
space.
Purchase of 10 archival boxes and
acid-free paper for storing our items.
Annual cleaning needs of the
draperies, rugs, and other furnishings
in the museum.
One archival quality mannequin for
displaying our unique clothing
collection.
All of the fresh greens needed to
decorate the home for the holiday
season.
Registration for our entire staff to
attend the Virginia Association of
Museums Conference

$100 can provide:
Floral arrangements for our dining
table that are used to discuss STEM
topics, nature, and social customs
such as the Language of Flowers
during the Victorian Era.
One full week of cleaning services for
the museum collection.
Refreshments for one of our lecture
events
One continuing education tour for our
volunteers to visit an area museum.

And so much more!
There are many opportunities for you or your organization to support our mission, including in-kind
donations for raffles, silent auctions, and donations of food and beverages for community events. We are
always looking for performers to donate their time and talents to us as well.
To learn more about how you can support our mission, please contact Museum Director Jackie Spainhour
at hhvm1894@gmail.com or by phone at (757) 623-9814.

Thank you for considering sponsoring the Hunter House Victorian Museum.
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FLICK-IT FRIDAYS AT THE NARO

Winter Sneak Peak
This winter keep and eye out for the following fun events! These events will be
published in our upcoming mini winter newsletter which will be hitting your
mailbox around the beginning of November.
USS Constitution Lecture
Friendsgiving Tea
Holiday Open House
Tea with Mary Poppins
Teddy Bear Sleep Over
Family Make-and-Take Day
Night Before Christmas at the Hunter House!
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Summer Recap!
The Hunter House team had a very busy summer this year!

We celebrated birthdays,

and had fun in our garden!

We were
busy, but
always
making time
for fun!
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Baby Ethan visited to say hi!

We visited the Hunters at Elmwood

And as always, we had a blast dressing up!
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FREEMASON NEWS
AN UPDATE FROM THE FREEMASON
COMMUNITY

News from Freemason – As summer winds down, the Freemason Street Area Association is
looking forward to Fall with our activities. In September, we host an ice cream social with our
local police officers as a way to thank them for their service and in late November, we will hang
the holiday bows on the street lights. The neighborhood is especially pretty this time of year.
We are also proud to share that the Norfolk tour of The Garden Club of Virginia’s Historic
Garden Week will be in Freemason. The Garden Club of Norfolk and Harborfront Garden Club
will host the tour on Thursday, April 28, 2022. The focus of this year’s Norfolk tour will be the
celebration of the 200th anniversary of the birth of Frederick Law Olmsted known as the father
of urban landscaping. What better place to celebrate than Freemason and its lovely pocket
gardens and tree wells!

The Garden Club of Virginia operates as a non-profit organization

comprised of 48 member clubs and 3,400 volunteers. Proceeds from Historic Garden Week fund
the restoration and preservation of Virginia's historic public gardens, provide graduate level
research fellowships and a Garden Club of Virginia Centennial project with Virginia State Parks.
We look forward to welcoming visitors to our neighborhood!

The Hunter Foundation
Hunter House Victorian Museum
240 W Freemason St.
Norfolk, VA 23510
Open for Tours April - December
Touring Hours:
Wednesday-Saturday:
Guided Tours: 12pm & 2pm
Self-Guided Tours 11AM, 1PM, & 3PM

The museum is closed on Sunday,
Monday, Tuesday, and major holidays.
Admission Rates:
Free through the end of the 2021!
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