Welcome to the Hunter House Newsletter! We are so glad
you are here. You are receiving this printed newsletter

What's inside our latest
issue:

because you are a part of the museum’s physical mailing
list. As part of our efforts to use our limited funding more
wisely and become eco-friendlier, we are phasing out our
physical mailing list and transitioning to an email list.
Those who are part of the museum’s membership
program will continue to receive physical reminders of
events by-way of newsletters like this one three times per

UPCOMING EVENT
SCHEDULE
DOCENT AND MEMBER
HIGHLIGHTS

part of our museum family.

AN INTRODUCTION TO
THE RICHARDSONIAN
ROMANESQUE STYLE

If you do not have access to e-mail and require physical

TEA BRICKS: A BRIEF
HISTORY

year. This will become one of the many perks of becoming

mailings for all communications, please contact us at
(757) 623-9814. For all others interested in remaining on
our email list and receiving updates on our programming,
please join our email list by contacting

FREEMASON NEWS
AND MORE!

hhvmevents@gmail.com. We must have a valid email on
file to continue sending our event updates to you.
We appreciate your understanding as we navigate this
new terrain moving forward and value your support.
Welcome to a new year! We look forward to welcoming
you back to another operating season.
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A Note from the Director
Dear Friends,

As we enter 2021, I find myself reminiscing on the comforts of years past,
a time when family and friends could gather in peace and without fear. Our

Community
Advisory Board

2020 season looked quite different than we had expected due to the
coronavirus pandemic, which devastated many small businesses and nonprofits

Jessica Carson

like ours. In our neighborhood, we watched as restaurants adapted to the ‘new
normal’ by pitching tents in their parking lots and offering curbside to-go
options. We knew that to survive, we had to get creative.

Melanie Castillo

Rebecca Weinstein

You all showed up for us in ways we never even thought possible. When
we hosted a virtual silent auction, our community members donated products
and services left and right. You, dear friends, helped us raise almost $3,000

Amanda Williams

Dr. Peter Schulman

from that event alone. When we were forced to rethink our teas- our only
method of real fundraising- you purchased teas to-go and cozied up in your

Deborah Thorpe

homes with fine china. Some of you even braved new technologies and joined
us in a virtual tea-time with our staff. You all provided great comfort to us as
we struggled to maintain relevancy this year.

Jennifer Lucy

Dr. Kellie Holzer

This is why our little work family has decided to celebrate 2021 by
remembering who we are and why our little corner of Freemason is worth
saving. We are proud to debut our theme this year as Hope at Home: Taking

Geraldine Roth

Greta Gustavson

Comfort in our Community. You can expect events, virtual and in-person as we
are able, which commemorate happier times in our museum’s history. We will

Rachel McCall

be bringing back events that provide a sense of comfort and normalcy to help

Shannon Stafford
us as we continue to process the anxiety and grief that came from the
isolation of 2020. You can expect a year promoting happiness, strength, and

Melanie Lopez

unity. We will press on.

Shari Harper
We are so excited to welcome you back to our work home. Thank you for your
continued support as our partners in preservation.

Yours in Service,
Jackie Spainhour
Museum Director
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Upcoming Event Schedule
Disclaimer

A CHOCOLATE
LOVER’S TEA
Sunday, February 14th at 2 PM & 5 PM
$30 Members/$35 Not-yet Members/$15 Children
Under 12
Want it To-Go? $25 per person.
Lovers of all things chocolate, unite! Spend the
afternoon with your friends as you devour
sweets and savories inspired by this indulgent
treat, plus pots of steaming hot tea to boot.

All events require advance
registration and payment, unless
otherwise noted. Events are subject
to change or cancellation as
coronavirus restrictions change. We
will continue to monitor the situation
closely to maintain compliance with

CELTIC TEA
Sunday, March 7th at 2 PM & 5 PM
$30 Members/$35 Non-yet-members/$15
Children Under 12
Want it To-Go? $25 per person.
May the road rise up to meet you at this
afternoon tea celebrating Celtic heritage with
hot tea, sweets, savories, and music.

TITANIC TEA
Sunday, April 11th at 2 PM & 5 PM
$30 Members/$35 Not-yet Members/$15 Children
Under 12
Want it To-Go? $25 per person.
Immerse yourself in the history of this
'unsinkable' ship through a commemorative
afternoon tea featuring a short lecture,
decadent sweets and savories, and period music
from a local musician.

those restrictions and keep our
staff, friends, family, and guests
safe. We appreciate your
understanding. Please call 757-6239814 or email Hanna Kirby at
hhvmevents@gmail.com to make a
reservation request.

Note on Tea Events:

We regret

that due to the size and nature of
our facility, we are unable to
provide accommodations for dietary
needs or restrictions. All menus are
set for each event and cannot be
changed. Should you wish to attend
one of our teas and bring your own

RUN FOR THE
ROSES TEA

food from home while partaking in

Sunday, May 2nd at 2 PM & 5 PM
$30 Museum Members/$35 Non-Members/$15
Children Under 12
Want it To-Go? $25 per person.

atmosphere, we can offer a

our tea beverage service and event

discounted price of $15 for such
occasions. Please make this request
at the time you make your

Don your best hat at this gathering featuring a
tea menu of sweets and savories inspired by the
Kentucky Derby. Place your bets- this is sure to
be a sweeping success!

reservations.
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An Introduction to the Richardsonian Romanesque style
By Kathryn Hannan - Docent

“I love the Victorian home.”
As vague as it would be for someone to state that they love Victorian fashion (which decade? The cage crinoline or
the bustle? Yay or nay to mutton sleeves?), it would be as equally vague for someone to simply state that they love
the Victorian home, for there were numerous, distinct styles across the time period. Often with such a statement,
people have the Queen Anne or Second Empire style in mind. Other common styles utilized for Victorian domestic
architecture included the Gothic Revival, Italianate, Stick style, Shingle style, and Folk Victorian. A seventh style is
the subject of this month’s article: the Romanesque Revival, which in the United States became known as the
Richardsonian Romanesque thanks to a genius architect.

While the “spookiness” of several styles of Victorian domestic architecture (e.g., the signature Addams Family home
features the characteristic mansard roof of the Second Empire style) make them relatively easy to distinguish from,
say, the Georgian style of architecture, the Romanesque Revival is certainly idiosyncratic in and of itself. It’s dense,
fortress-like appearance readily lends itself to a sense of foreboding and sticks out within a sea of Queen Anne,
Second Empire, and Stick homes. Here in Norfolk you can spot the Romanesque Revival at the First Baptist Church
on Bute Street, designed by R.H. Hunt, and the Epworth United Methodist Church on West Freemason Street,
designed by Norfolk architects John Edwin Ruthven Carpenter and John Kevan Peebles. Of course, this style was
also the preferred choice of architect W.P. Wentworth for our very own Hunter House.

In the 1850s, architects began looking back towards the churches of medieval Europe for inspiration. Whereas some
favored the soaring spires and pointed arches of Gothic structures, others found themselves drawn to the squat,
round arches and heavy masonry of the more grounded Romanesque style (Massey and Maxwell). While the Gothic
Revival dominated the domestic architecture scene in the 1850s, by the 1880s its position had been usurped by the
Romanesque Revival. The style expressed “the worldly outlook and solid prosperity of the city’s growing middle and
upper classes,” and its popularity was further due to the developments made by architect Henry Hobson Richardson
(1838-1886), whose influence was so significant that the Romanesque Revival became the Richardsonian
Romanesque (Massey and Maxwell).

Richardson began training at the École des Beaux Arts in Paris in 1860 and returned to the United States five years
later. With his early buildings he remained consistent with the then-popular Gothic and Second Empire styles, yet
he began exploring the Romanesque Revival style around 1870 (Oschner). His design of Trinity Church in Boston
between 1872 and 1877 brought him to fame. The finest extant example of his work for a domestic setting would be
the Glessner House in Chicago, completed in 1887. Although Richardson would die prematurely at the age of 47, his
developments in the Romanesque Revival would continue to inspire architects around the country.

The Glessner House in Chicago, IL. Photo
source: glessnerhouse.org.
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If you are keen on identifying a Romanesque Revival/Richardsonian
Romanesque, look out for the following characteristics:
A strongly emphasized round-arch opening over the entryway,
perhaps with billet trim
Arcaded and bay windows
Massive stone flat lintels
Thick masonry walls
Asymmetrical façades
An ashlar stone base
Use of materials such as brownstone, brick, and granite

It is also common to see the Richardsonian Romanesque softened by
Queen Anne features, the most prominent addition being a tower or
turret with a conical roof. For another historic house museum that
features this style of architecture, yet softened by a Queen Anne turret,
take a look at the Heurich House Museum in Washington D.C., designed
The Heurich House Museum in Washington

in 1892 by Jon Granville Meyers!

D.C.
Photo source: Wikipedia.

Sources Consulted
Massey, James C. and Shirley Maxwell. “Reading the Old House: The Romanesque Revival –A.K.A. Richardsonian Romanesque.” The Old
House Journal, vol. XIV, no. 1, pp. 32-33.
“Romanesque Revival.” Architectural Styles of America and Europe. https://architecturestyles.org/romanesque-revival/.
Oschner, Jeffry Karl. “Henry Hobson Richardson.” In Master Builders: A Guide to FamousAmerican Architects, Preservation Press, 1985, pp.
78-83.

Freemason News
AN UPDATE FROM THE
FREEMASON COMMUNITY

Hello Friends of the Hunter House Victorian Museum:
The Freemason Street Area Association (FSAA) is proud to have this wonderful
museum as part of our neighborhood. We pride ourselves on historic preservation of
the homes within our neighborhood and are always delighted to learn stories of the
past. We have contributed to the Museum to assist with the roof repairs, and look
forward to partnering with programs in the future. We have a general neighborhood
or board meeting every month and welcome sharing news from the Museum. Wishing
you health, happiness and success in 2021! FSAA.
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DOCENT AND MEMBER

HIGHLIGHTS
DONNA RAE BARROW - MEMBER

What drew you to the Hunter House?
I was first drawn to the Hunter House Victorian Museum by an event in the garden,
“Evening with Poe,” featuring the writings of Edgar Allen Poe through readings and drama.
It was a date night for my husband and me and we had a wonderful time!
What event is your favorite at the museum?
Too many choices! I’ve loved the teas, Christmas happenings, and the “Corsets” exhibit. If
pressed, I would have to say the Victorian Mourning events. Fascinating!
Where are you from/ where do you live currently?
My husband and I are from Fairfax County in Virginia. Though we’ve lived lots of places, from Pensacola, Florida to
Iceland, Virginia is our beloved home. We currently live in Virginia Beach with our Carolina dog, Scarlett, and
thousands of honey bees. I became a member of the Hunter House in 2019, to support the educational and
inspirational work of the museum AND to be one of the first to know about upcoming programs. The murder
mystery event was so well done, as is every event at the house. The teas are a delight and I love inviting friends
who’ve never visited this nearby gem of a museum! Each staff member is professional and knowledgeable, always
willing to help. The Hunter House gives each visitor the opportunity to step back in time and experience a grand era.

MICHAELA FRANCIS - DOCENT

How did you find about the Hunter House?
I answered a Facebook inquiry from Museum Director Jackie back in Spring of 2017. She
was seeking millennials who enjoyed museums to interview for the book she was in the
process of writing. I had been looking into volunteering at a local museum around that
time as an attempt to get myself out of a really bad depression I had been in for months.
When I visited the Hunter House’s Facebook page to refresh my memory of the museum
(I visited only once before as a young Girl Scout so my memory was paltry), I discovered
the Facebook post and set up an interview with Jackie. Immediately after the interview
ended, I basically asked her “So uhh… y’all need volunteers?” And the rest is history!
What is your coffee or tea order?
I actually have a variety of characteristic coffee and tea orders I get in rotation. If it’s Starbucks, my go-to is a hot caramel
macchiato, Honey Citrus Mint tea/Medicine Ball, or a caramel Frappuccino in the warmer months (Side note: Does this
count as coffee though it’s blended?? Coffee IS an ingredient… I’m counting it as coffee I don’t care what anyone else says!!).
If it’s somewhere like Cure Coffeehouse, I’ll often get a Matcha latte (iced in the warmer months/hot in the cold months,
with honey, and whole milk is preferred) or one of their many tea varieties depending on the mood I’m in. I generally also
like a pastry to accompany my drink regardless of where I go.
What is your favorite thing about the Hunter House? Or Favorite Hunter House Find?
I don’t yet have a favorite, even after over 2.5 years of volunteering! But, I do particularly like the quirky wall lamps in Mr.
Hunter’s Room (the ones with the hands), the Morning Room in its entirety, and the vanity in Mrs. Hunter’s Room
What we love about Michaela:
She bring such a great energy to the house and brightens any room she's in. We were particularly impressed with her
extensive research for our pop-up exhibit at the MacArthur Memorial on Women's Suffrage.
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A Note from the
Archives
Tea Bricks: A Drink and
a Means of Payment

A Friendly Farewell
As many of you may be aware, 2020 brought
many changes to our museum family, not least
of which was the addition of two new staff
members to our ranks. This change occurred
as we prepared to say goodbye to our Jane-ofall-trades and dear friend Raven Hudson, who
had served as our Assistant Director since
2018.
Raven came to us by way of Georgia, and many
of you will remember her for her sassy
southern accent and her talented eye for
teatime décor. It was with a very heavy heart
that she announced to us in the spring that
her partner had accepted a position in
Northern Virginia and she would be leaving us
that season.

Tea bricks have been used as currency as early as
the 9th century because they are compact, easy
to transport, useful for medicinal purposes, and
were a valuable commodity..
Making tea bricks requires a multi-step process.
Tea leaves are first dried, then taken off of their
stem and sifted. They are then put in a bag to be
steamed over boiling water and fermented. The
fermented leaves are then cast in a metal mould
to form a brick.
The front of the tea bricks are typically
decorative, while the back is scored into sections
to make it easier to break off for trading or
consuming. During the Victorian Era, travelers
often collected tea bricks as souvenirs. Pictured
below is a tea brick from the Hunter Family
collection, circa 1890.
You can view this artifact along with others in
the Hunter Collection by visiting our pop-up
exhibit on women's suffrage at the MacArthur
Memorial.

Selflessly, and a testament to her love of the
museum patrons and staff, she made the
decision to live apart from her partner for six
months to continue serving the museum in
her role and allow the Director to go out on
maternity leave. Her dedication to the Hunter
House, its success, and the people associated
with the museum is evident in that decision.
Raven may have left our staff, but she has also
left her mark on us. We are so sad to see her
go, but are absolutely thrilled for her next
chapter in life. Please join us in wishing Raven
bon voyage- she is one in a million!
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Annual
Open House
Thursday, April 1st from 10 AM – 4 PM
Free Admission

Help us kick off another year of
historic programming with free
admission and refreshments.
Reservations not required. No
foolin’!

The Hunter House Victorian Museum
240 W Freemason St.
Norfolk, VA 23510

Open for Tours April December
Touring Hours:
Wednesday-Saturday:
Guided Tours 11AM, 1PM, & 3PM
Self-Guided Tours 10 AM - 4 PM

The museum is closed on
Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday
and major holidays.
Admission Rates:
$5 - Adults
$4 - Seniors/Military
$2 - Students (with ID)
$1 - Children (under 13)
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